9o	ECCE HOMO.
schemes have been proposed for curing human nature of
its vices and helping it to right thought and right action.
We have now before us the outline of Christ's scheme, and
are in a condition to compare it with some others that
have had the same object, and by so doing to discover
in what its peculiarity consists. Now there is one large
class of such schemes with which mankind have occupied
themselves diligently for many centuries, and which for
the purpose of comparison with Christianity may be
treated as a single scheme. Ever since the time of
Socrates philosophy has occupied itself with the same
problem ; it has been one of the principal boasts of philo-
sophy that it teaches virtue and weeds vice out of the
mind. At the present day those who reject ChrLstianity
commonly represent that in advanced civilisation it gives
place naturally to moral philosophy. Their belief is that
the true and only method of making men good is by
philosophy; and that the good influence of Christianity
m past ages has been due to the truths of moral philo-
sophy which are blended in it with superstitions which
the world in its progress is leaving behind.
Of course there have been a multitude of systems of
moral philosophy, which have differed from each other
in a considerable degree, but they have all resembled
each other in being philosophy. Tor the present purpose
their differences are not important; the important thing
is that there have beea two conspicuous attempts to
improve mankind morally—the one by moral philosophy,
the other by means of the Christian Church. Now, as
nothing assists conception so much as comparison, and it
is hardly possible to understand anything properly with-
out putting it by the side of something else, we may

